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The Sudan Peace Act addresses the hu-

manitarian concerns that are devastating this
nation and also calls for the administration to
take a more active role in addressing the
peace process and condemning the actions of
the government of Sudan. The bill will hope-
fully make the situation in Sudan more market-
able for this administration.

The bill condemns the human rights viola-
tions and overall human rights record of the
government of Sudan. It condemns the ongo-
ing slave trade and the role of the government
in organizing raiding and slaving parties on the
people of the South.

The current ban of Operation Lifeline
Sudan, imposed by the government of Sudan,
and humanitarian relief has resulted in the
deaths of thousands of Sudanese and medical
epidemics of astounding proportions. The pop-
ulation of the largest displaced camps doubled
and, overall, the number of those who have
fled just the Blue Nile region increased from
63,000 in May to near 80,000 by the end of
June. This adds to the almost 2 million that
have already died in the war-torn country.

On November 19, 1999 the Senate passed
the bill—whose centerpiece is a provision call-
ing for the President to take actions through
our U.N. envoy to pressure the government of
Sudan and develop a comprehensive solution
to the problems in Sudan. The House version
of this bill introduced last September and
passed by the International Relations Com-
mittee this month was the same as the Senate
version but included a substantial difference.
We felt very strongly that without language
levying sanctions against Sudan, we would
continue down the path we have pursued for
the last couple of years, namely passing reso-
lutions and holding hearings but having no
change in the government of Sudan’s policies.
We now have a bill that has real teeth and
has a chance to send a message to the gov-
ernment of Sudan. It is time for the leaders of
Sudan to get the message and stop perse-
cuting Christians and other minorities in the
South.

If you think the situation in Sudan will fade
away or somehow correct itself, you are sadly
mistaken. In fact, a recent U.N. report accused
the Sudanese Government of using an airfield
built with Chinese assistance to bomb schools
and hospitals in the South. In addition, we
have recently learned that Sudan has acquired
34 new jet fighters from China, doubling the
size of the country’s air force. We can no
longer turn our head when it comes to the sit-
uation in Sudan. I would encourage this Con-
gress and this administration to act now be-
fore the government of Sudan continues to
evolve and before the Chinese increase their
foothold in Sudan. The longer we wait without
substantive changes to our policy in Sudan,
the more innocent people will get killed and
the more the government of Sudan will court
friends to help them in their evil bidding.

I would encourage my colleagues to accept
the House version of S. 1453 the Sudan
Peace Act, and pass it here today. The time
has come for this Congress and this adminis-
tration to act on Sudan.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HANSEN). The question is on the motion

offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the Senate bill,
S. 1453, as amended.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

f

CONDEMNING ASSASSINATION OF
FATHER JOHN KAISER AND OTH-
ERS IN KENYA

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 410)
condemning the assassination of Fa-
ther John Kaiser and others who
worked to promote human rights and
justice in the Republic of Kenya.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 410

Whereas Father John Kaiser, a Catholic of
the Order of the Mill Hill Missionaries and a
native of Minnesota who served as a mis-
sionary in the Kisii and Ngong Dioceses in
the Republic of Kenya for 36 years advo-
cating the rights of all Kenyans, was shot
dead on August 23, 2000;

Whereas Father Kaiser was a frequently
outspoken advocate on issues of human
rights and against the injustice of govern-
ment corruption in Kenya;

Whereas fellow priests have stated that Fa-
ther Kaiser had told them the night before
he was killed that he feared for his life;

Whereas the brutal murders of Father
Stallone, Father Graiff, and Father Luigi
Andeni, all of the Marsabit Diocese, and the
circumstances of the murder of Brother
Larry Timons of the Nakuru Diocese, and
that of Father Martin Boyle of the Eldoret
Diocese have not yet been satisfactorily in-
vestigated nor have the perpetrators of the
murders been brought to justice, raising
growing concern over the rule of law and the
justice system in Kenya;

Whereas Father Kaiser’s death is one more
example of the hostile actions being directed
against Kenyan civil society and in par-
ticular human rights groups and advocates;

Whereas the report of a Kenyan govern-
mental commission, known as the Akiwumi
Commission, on the investigation into the
politically motivated ethnic violence be-
tween 1992–1997 in Kenya’s Great Rift Valley,
has not yet been released, in spite of several
requests by numerous church leaders and
human rights organizations to have the
Commission’s findings released to the public;

Whereas documents were found on Father
Kaiser’s body that he had intended to hand
over to the Akiwumi Commission;

Whereas the Kenyan Human Rights Com-
mission has expressed the fear that the
progress in the struggle for democracy, the
rule of law, respect for human rights, and
the basic needs of all Kenyans achieved dur-
ing the last few years is jeopardized by the
current Kenyan Government;

Whereas the Kenyan Human Rights Com-
mission has expressed concern over the con-

tinued blatant violations of the rule of law
and the constitution, acts of torture, and
murder and rape by the Kenyan security
forces;

Whereas private armies that work with the
police are known to exist in Kenya and the
Government of Kenya encourages informal
repression as a means of intimidating and
denying citizens their rights; and

Whereas the human rights movement in
Kenya is in need of international support
and solidarity for the important work they
are doing: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) condemns the violent deaths of Father
John Kaiser and others who worked to pro-
mote human rights and justice in the Repub-
lic of Kenya and expresses its outrage with
respect to such deaths;

(2) calls for an independent investigation of
such deaths, in addition to the initiatives of
the Government of Kenya;

(3) calls on the Secretary of State, acting
through the Assistant Secretary for Democ-
racy, Human Rights, And Labor, to prepare
and submit to the Congress, not later than
December 15, 2000, a report on the progress of
the independent investigation and initiatives
of the Government of Kenya described in
paragraph (2);

(4) calls for the findings of such inde-
pendent investigation to be made public; and

(5) calls on the President to support such
independent investigation through all diplo-
matic means.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 410.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this resolution. An out-
spoken and passionate defender of the
poor, the weak and the oppressed, Fa-
ther John Kaiser was shot and killed
just 1 month ago. His killer still re-
mains at large.

Although Father Kaiser knew that he
was in danger, his courage and compas-
sion never left him. He is one of a dis-
tressingly long line of clergy who have
been murdered in Africa.

Eight years ago, five American nuns
from Illinois were killed by Charles
Taylor’s NPFL soldiers in Liberia. We
are still waiting for their killers to be
brought to justice. We must not let 8
years slip by with no resolution of Fa-
ther Kaiser’s case. We owe it to him
and to the voiceless on whose behalf he
spoke with such energy, devotion, and
commitment. We also owe it to the fu-
ture of democracy and the rule of law
in Kenya.
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As the theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr,

wrote, ‘‘Man’s capacity for justice
makes democracy possible; but man’s
inclination to injustice makes democ-
racy necessary.’’

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to
fully support this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I speak with great feel-
ing on this legislation because I intro-
duced this legislation; and obviously, I
rise in strong support of the measure.

This measure condemns the assas-
sination of Father John Kaiser and
others who fought for human rights
and justice in Kenya.

Father Kaiser worked as a mis-
sionary in Kenya for over 30 years, was
highly respected by all Kenyans whose
lives he touched. He was an outspoken
champion of human rights and justice
in Kenya. But the government arrested
him, placed him under house arrest,
and eventually contributed to his as-
sassination.

Prior to his death, Mr. Speaker, Fa-
ther Kaiser confided in family and
friends that he feared for his life. On
August 23, 2000, just a few months ago,
his body was found shot to death on a
road not far from his home. Kenyan po-
lice immediately ruled out suicide, but
there are few clues regarding his mys-
terious death.

I strongly applaud our Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation for becoming in-
volved in the effort to solve the crime,
which took away one of the finest
Americans ever to serve in Africa.

I strongly urge all of my colleagues
to support H. Con. Res. 410 in memory
of Father Kaiser.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 410.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on International Relations be
discharged from further consideration
of the Senate concurrent resolution (S.
Con. Res. 146) condemning the assas-
sination of Father John Kaiser and
others in Kenya, and calling for a thor-
ough investigation to be conducted in
those cases, a report on the progress
made in such an investigation to be
submitted to Congress by December 15,
2000, and a final report on such an in-
vestigation to be made public, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the Senate concur-

rent resolution, as follows:
S. CON. RES. 146

Whereas Father John Kaiser, a Catholic of
the Order of the Mill Hill Missionaries and a
native of Minnesota, who for 36 years served
as a missionary in the Kisii and Ngong Dio-
ceses in the Republic of Kenya and advocated
the rights of all Kenyans, was shot dead on
Wednesday, August 23, 2000;

Whereas Father Kaiser was a frequently
outspoken advocate on issues of human
rights and against the injustice of govern-
ment corruption in Kenya;

Whereas fellow priests report that Father
Kaiser spoke to them of his fear for his life
on the night before his assassination;

Whereas the murders of Father Stallone,
Father Graife, and Father Luigi Andeni, all
of Marsabit Diocese in Kenya, the cir-
cumstances of the murder of Brother Larry
Timors of Nakaru Diocese in Kenya, the
murder of Father Martin Boyle of Eldoret
Diocese, and the murders of other local
human rights advocates in Kenya have not
yet been fully explained, nor have the per-
petrators of these murders been brought to
justice;

Whereas the report of a Kenyan govern-
mental commission, known as the Akiwumi
Commission, on the government’s investiga-
tion into tribal violence between 1992 and
1997 in Kenya’s Great Rift Valley has not yet
been released in spite of several requests by
numerous church leaders and human rights
organizations to have the Commission’s find-
ings released to the public;

Whereas, after Father Kaiser’s assassina-
tion, documents were found on his body that
he had intended to present to the Akiwumi
Commission;

Whereas the nongovernmental Kenyan
Human Rights Commission has expressed
fear that the progress achieved in Kenya dur-
ing the last few years in the struggle for de-
mocracy, the rule of law, respect for human
rights, and meeting the basic needs of all
Kenyans is jeopardized by the current Ken-
yan government; and

Whereas the 1999 Country Report on
Human Rights released by the Bureau of De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor of the
Department of State reports that the Ken-
yan Government’s ‘‘overall human rights
record was generally poor, and serious prob-
lems remained in many areas; while there
were some signs of improvement in a few
areas, the situation worsened in others.’’:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) condemns the violent deaths of Father
John Kaiser and others who have worked to
promote human rights and justice in the Re-
public of Kenya and expresses its outrage at
those deaths;

(2) calls for a thorough investigation of
those deaths that includes other persons in
addition to the Kenyan authorities;

(3) calls on the Secretary of State, acting
through the Assistant Secretary of State for
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, to
prepare and submit to Congress, by Decem-
ber 15, 2000, a report on the progress made on
investigating these killings, including, par-
ticularly, a discussion of the actions taken
by the Kenyan government to conduct an in-
vestigation as described in paragraph (2);

(4) calls on the President to support inves-
tigation of these killings through all diplo-
matic means; and

(5) calls for the final report of such an in-
vestigation to be made public.

The Senate concurrent resolution
was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

A similar concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 410) was laid on the table.

f

RELATING TO REESTABLISHMENT
OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERN-
MENT IN AFGHANISTAN

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 414) re-
lating to the reestablishment of rep-
resentative government in Afghani-
stan, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 414

Whereas Afghanistan has existed as a sov-
ereign nation since 1747, maintaining its
independence, neutrality, and dignity;

Whereas Afghanistan had maintained its
own decisionmaking through a traditional
process called a ‘‘Loya Jirgah’’, or Grand As-
sembly, by selecting, respecting, and fol-
lowing the decisions of their leaders;

Whereas recently warlords, factional lead-
ers, and foreign regimes have laid siege to
Afghanistan, leaving the landscape littered
with landmines, making the most funda-
mental activities dangerous;

Whereas in recent years, and especially
since the Taliban came to power in 1996, Af-
ghanistan has become a haven for terrorist
activity, has produced most of the world’s
opium supply, and has become infamous for
its human rights abuses, particularly abuses
against women and children;

Whereas the former King of Afghanistan,
Mohammed Zahir Shah, ruled the country
peacefully for 40 years, and after years in
exile retains his popularity and support; and

Whereas former King Mohammed Zahir
Shah plans to convene an emergency ‘‘Loya
Jirgah’’ to reestablish a stable government,
with no desire to regain power or reestablish
a monarchy, and the Department of State
supports such ongoing efforts: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the United States—

(1) supports democratic efforts that respect
the human and political rights of all ethnic
and religious groups in Afghanistan, includ-
ing the effort to establish a ‘‘Loya Jirgah’’
process that would lead to the people of Af-
ghanistan determining their own destiny
through a democratic process and free and
fair elections; and

(2) supports the continuing efforts of
former King Mohammed Zahir Shah and
other responsible parties searching for peace
to convene a Loya Jirgah—

(A) to reestablish a representative govern-
ment in Afghanistan that respects the rights
of all ethnic groups, including the right to
govern their own affairs through inclusive
institution building and a democratic proc-
ess;

(B) to bring freedom, peace, and stability
to Afghanistan; and

(C) to end terrorist activities, illicit drug
production, and human rights abuses in Af-
ghanistan.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).
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